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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends

It is mid-year 2025, a time to reflect on how the year has unfolded so far and what we can expect in the months ahead. This period has
been full of challenges: poor global economic growth, uncertainties around trade, tariffs, and policies, the complex geopolitical situation,
and at home, the twin tragedies of Pahalgam and Ahmedabad. We are indeed operating in times of uncertainty and complexity.

However, there is also much to cheer about. India has become the fourth-largest economy, surpassing Japan. We have witnessed the
success of Operation “Sindoor” and the de-escalation of regional tensions, as well as the Axiom 4 mission. The Indian hospitality sector
has shown year-on-year growth in occupancy, ADR, and RevPAR. There has been an increase in signings, up 15% by keys and 4% by
properties year-to-date April 2025, with almost half of these in tier Il and Il cities.

Other highlights include the Leela IPO, growing domestic air traffic, record hotel deals, the launch of new hotel brands, and yet another
Vande Bharat. Hotel rates have remained firm despite seasonal slowdowns, while investor confidence stays high, with sectoral targets
reaffirmed in analyses such as Motilal Oswal Hospitality Report. All of this stands as a testament to our remarkable resilience, resolve,
and unity, both as a nation and as a key sector driving economic growth and inclusive prosperity.

Warm regards,
KB Kachru

President
HAI NEWS

27th HAl World Environment Day
Celebrations 5th June 2025

On World Environment Day 2025, Hotel Associ-
ation of India (HAI) member hotels nationwide
reaffirmed their commitment to sustainability,
aligning with the UN theme “Ending Global Plas-
tic Pollution.” Activities included plantation drives,
plastic-free campaigns, educational displays, and
the inauguration of a solar farm, emphasizing
clean energy.

HAI WELCOMES NEW MEMBER HOTELS:

« Radisson Blu Hotel Pune Kharadi
. Venizia Sarovar Portico, New Delhi

+ The Westin Resort and Spa, Himalayas,
Sakalana, Uttarakhand

HAIIN NEWS

HAI engages with  The Hotel Association of India (HAI) recently met
Maharashtra Dr. Atul Patne, Principal Secretary — Tourism, Hospitality is the Nation’s
Tourism to  Government of Maharashtra, to discuss strat- Growth Engine”: K B Kachru’s

strengthen State’s  ©9ies for strengthening the state’s hotel sector. Clarion Call for Policy Reform
hotel sector The HAI delegation was led by Dr. Sanjay

Sethi, Honorary Treasurer and Maharashtra HAI President K B Kachru urged GST cuts,
Chapter Chairperson, along with Mrs. Charulata hotel infrastructure status, and nation-
Sukhija, Deputy Secretary General. Key dis- al skilling to unlock growth. He set a goal

of one million new hotel rooms by 2047,
boosting jobs, tourism resilience, and eco-
nomic momentum.

BWHOTELIER tariff rates for electricity to reduce operational
costs, introducing a unified ‘One License One
Property” (OLOP) excise framework to simplify
compliance, and enhancing fiscal incentives
under the 2024 tourism policy. These incentives
include higher capital subsidies, extended SGST
refunds, wage-based incentives for employ-
ment, and support for sustainability initiatives.
Dr. Patne welcomed the proposals, reaffirming
the government’s commitment to promoting
Maharashtra as a leading tourism state.

“ cussion points included implementing industry

With a robust tourism policy
=o that is well implemented,
closely monitored and
o regularly reviewed, HAT is

confident that Maharashtra will

continue to thrive as a tourist
destination with leading hotel
groups and brands expanding

\ their footprint

Charulata Sukhija

Deputy Secretary General,
Hotel Association of India



https://hospitality.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/hotels/hai-collaborates-with-maharashtra-to-boost-hotel-industry-growth/122017874
https://travelworldonline.in/hospitality-is-the-nations-growth-engine-k-b-kachrus-clarion-call-for-policy-reform/

ASSOCIATION
OF INDIA

Post- Pahalgam: Rebuilding the trust

Hotel Association of India . .
that tourism needs to survive

hails Delhi’s move to

ease licensing norms for After the Pahalgam attack, Kashmir's tourism
hospitality sector sector, with government and industry support,
o launched recovery drives, discounts, and cultural

HAI welcomes the recent directive events to rebuild traveler confidence and revive the
issued by the Hon'ble Lieutenant region’s fragile economy.
Governor of Delhi, which withdraws India’s travel and hospi-
the requirement for licenses and No s

o o tality industry gears u
Objection Certificates (NOCs) from BWHOTELIER “ C'g ¢ Iz h .’yg b pk
the Delhi Police for seven categories R =0 or Rashmir's comebac

— i i For tourism to flourish in O

of trade — including ho.tels, motels, sl =m Over 100 tour operators,
guest houses, and eating houses. creating employment for the (_3| with HAI's backing, toured

1 iSi i i - le and lth for th . e
T_hls decisive refo_rm qllgns with na sgsgtfy,afv‘vh;e; s L = Kashmir to show it’s safe.
tional efforts to simplify the regula- restored is the trust and Hotels cut rates by up to

confidence in the law
enforcing agencies to provide
safety and security

70%. The sector remains de-
termined to revive tourism
MP Bezbaruah \ Fhrough . confidence-build-
Secretary General, ing, policy support, and
Al / \isible unity.

tory framework and improve the ease
of doing business in the hospitality
sector, thereby bolstering economic
activity in the capital.

GOVERNMENT/POLICY NEWS

Omar Abdullah holds a cabinet
meet in Pahalgam ‘Bloodshed
won’t stop JEK

Govt to develop 77
eco-tourism sites, generate
Rs 200 crore in five years

sl S India will develop 77 ecotourism sites
over five years, targeting 200 crore rev-
enue. The plan promotes sustainability,
= local jobs, and biodiversity, aligning with
India’s push for responsible tourism.

Ministry of Tourism
Celebrates International Day
of Yoga 2025 at 40 Iconic
generate 3200 crore in five years Tourist Sites Across India

Govttodevelop 77 eco-tourismsites,

In a powerful gesture of resilience, JEK CM
Omar Abdullah held a cabinet session in
Pahalgam after the April attack, stressing
tourism must be “conflict-neutral.” Plans
include reopening sites and building a me-
morial to restore public trust.

India celebrated the 11th International
Day of Yoga at 40 tourist sites, pro-
moting wellness, cultural heritage, and
sustainable tourism with widespread
participation and digital outreach.

Union Tourism  Union Minister Shekhawat visited Kashmir,
Minister urging nationwide participation in the Amar- India’s MICE Industry Set to Be a Major Economic
visits Kashmir, nath Yatra. The trip reinforced security, high- Driver, Generating High-Quality Jobs: Union Tourism
appeals to  lighted economic importance, and aimed to Minister Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
countrymen rebuild faith in Kashmir as a safe destination. The “Meet in India Conclave g S—
to atte_nd Union 'Tourism Minister visits Kashmir, appeals t 2025” aims to establish India %, R MEET_in!NDIA
upcoming  countrymen to attend upcoming Amarnath Yatr as a premier global MICE (Meet- %@y SONgLEL
Amarnath = . oty R ings, Incentives, Conferences, ©
Yatra > o : Exhibitions) tourism hub, sup-
ported by economic growth and
infrastructure development.
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STATE NEWS

Meghalaya Launches New Film Tour-
ism Policy to Surge Global Filmmaking, Restaurants £ hotels cheer

Support Local Talent, and Promote the move that was ‘much awaited’
State’s Natural Beauty and Culture

across India and International Markets The Delhi government's removal of

the Police Eating House License was

Meghalaya launched a film tourism policy offer- welcomed by restaurants and hotels
ing grants, a state OTT platform, and plans for as a long-awaited reform. Industry
a film institute. The initiative promotes filmmak- leaders say it will save time and costs,
ing, local talent, and positions Meghalaya as a boost ease of business, and encour-

creative tourism hub. age fresh investments.



https://travel.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/hospitality/delhi-governments-new-licensing-norms-revolutionize-hospitality-industry/122041278
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.bwhotelier.com/article/post-pahalgam-rebuilding-the-trust-that-tourism-needs-to-survive-556159&sa=D&source=docs&ust=1752148677276606&usg=AOvVaw1bk8C2GhzSgfIblh6iCNLG
https://www.business-standard.com/industry/news/india-s-travel-and-hospitality-industry-gears-up-for-kashmir-s-comeback-125060501419_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/amp/india-news/omar-abdullah-pahalgam-cabinet-meeting-terror-attack-tourism-125052701069_1.html?isa=yes
https://indiamediamonitor.in/ViewImg.aspx?rfW3mQFhdxZsqXnJzK5Xi7t0wurUyTUSPdLJCxMNjdMoj65YVXCwlOox55yuutauDGWYMrdcQ/7mhaB3I4KNct22+PR5y87TegC2wNAvwSk=
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2138526
https://indiamediamonitor.in/ViewImg.aspx?rfW3mQFhdxZsqXnJzK5XixuAJSxy2QcQc/HYDs4YZ3QSGVf7ZZ4UaD2YdUUMjRp7Ugh8zwWZhYQ5KcpYrjTkIlHSv7KntMJWkPdPhrw4hBI=
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2126905
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/meghalaya-launches-new-film-tourism-policy-to-surge-global-filmmaking-support-local-talent-and-promote-the-states-natural-beauty-and-culture-across-india-and-international-markets/
https://indiamediamonitor.in/ViewImg.aspx?rfW3mQFhdxZsqXnJzK5Xi6rQYO9RGrOzWBTj847XargATgmCUcMXuk3a6jXx1ea+3l2b40m9FbabcULSYNt7VHvEMpDF6EGAs7z02I54FzE=

STATE NEWS

Odisha Tourism Conclave 2025
sets roadmap for growth and
global recognition

Smt. Raksha Khadse Reviews
Extensive Development Initiatives
in Unakoti District, Tripura under

‘Poorvottar Sampark Setu’

Odisha’s conclave outlined strategies for
Programme

global branding, infrastructure upgrades,
and sustainable tourism. Officials and in-
dustry leaders aim to position Odisha as
a premier destination blending culture,
nature, and responsible travel.

Smt. Thakur reviews the Safe —— oo /\/
Tourism Destination for Women [ v —"" 8 ®
Project under Nirbhaya Fund at . ! s
NIPCCD, Indore

Minister Savitri Thakur reviewed Nirb-
haya-funded initiatives across 50 MP
sites, ensuring safe, inclusive tourism.
She met trained women now working as
guides, vendors, and operators, boost-
ing local economic empowerment.

INDUSTRY NEWS

Union MoS Raksha Khadse reviewed Tripu-
ra’'s Unakoti development under ‘Poorvottar
Sampark Setu,” stressing eco-tourism, sports,
agriculture, and infrastructure. She praised
flagship schemes’ impact, pledging to trans-
form Unakoti into an “inspirational” district.
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Cll to push hospitality career in a big way in 10-city
Industry- academia connect’ Roadshow

ClI's roadshow promotes hospitality careers across ten cities with ITC and EHL,
offering skill-linked diplomas and internships to bridge industry-academia
gaps and prepare youth for real-world hotel jobs.

Tata-run IHCL opens it
Ginger Hotel in Dehradun

IHCL'’s Ginger Dehradun adds 72 lean-luxe rooms in Ut-
tarakhand’s Doon Valley, catering to both business and
leisure travelers. It reflects Ginger’s scalable model for
high-growth regional hubs.

Tour operators ask PM ‘ 3
Modi for 31000 crore
allocation to increase

foreign tourist arrivals

IATO asked PM Modi for 1,000
crore to expand Incredible
India, e-visas, and aviation
access, aiming to revive foreign
tourist arrivals still below pre-
2019 levels.

0YO0 most profitable Indian
startup in FY25:
Ritesh Aggrawall

0YO became India’s most profitable
startup, driven by tech-led efficiencies,
strong budget hotel demand, and dis-
ciplined global expansion. CEO Ritesh
Agarwal hailed it as a milestone for In-
dia’s evolving startup ecosystem.

Radisson signs three hotel deals
in East India as part of expan-
sion drive

Oyo most profitable Indian
startup in FY25: Ritesh Agarwal

(Global travel tech platform Oyo has become the
muost profitable Indian startup with a profit after
tan of #6273 erore in 2024-25 (FY25), its founder
Ritesh Agarwal told employees in a townhall on
Thursday, sources said. According to documents
accessed by PTI, in the firm's unaudited
financials, the P25 profit after tax (PAT) grew 172
per cent from ¥229 crore in the preceding
year. Itachieved an adjusted Ebitda of
®1,32 crore in FY25. m

Radisson added nearly 400 rooms with new
properties in Deoghar, Puri, and Ranchi, serving
pilgrims and tourists. The move strengthens its
Tier-2 and regional presence amid rising domes-
tic travel.



https://travelbizmonitor.com/top-stories/odisha-tourism-conclave-sets-roadmap-for-growth-and-global-recognition/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2139688
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2137374
https://www.hotelierindia.com/development/ihcls-ginger-dehradun-opens-its-doors
https://hospitality.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/hotels/cii-to-push-hospitality-career-in-a-big-way-in-10-city-industry-academia-connect-roadshow/120983801?utm_source=exclusives_widget&utm_medium=homepage
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tour-operators-ask-pm-modi-for-1000-crore-allocation-to-increase-foreign-tourist-arrivals/article69649319.ece
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/hotels-/-restaurants/radisson-hotel-group-is-expanding-its-footprint-in-east-india-with-the-signing-of-three-new-hotels-in-deoghar-puri-and-ranchi/articleshow/121407486.cms?from=mdr
https://indiamediamonitor.in/ViewImg.aspx?acr98Rv7Mg9Uu+1oWMjUR1OB3xFwhFZo9lWdn6aQtFREqbuCMTcnlxyKPF3OgKG1I09KWqVoVxKaNugTfbO1rv6NZMZIdzl6s+iQFHc1yfk=

INDUSTRY NEWS

India’s tourism sector to gain
from global uncertainty:
WTTC

WTTC predicts 7% annual tourism
growth as India attracts travelers
seeking stability and diverse expe-
riences, positioning it as a future
global tourism powerhouse.

Tourism to contribute
10% to GDP by 2030

Kedarnath Yatra generates 3200
crore business

This year’s Kedarnath Yatra brought 3200
crore in a month, with over 5 lakh pilgrims
boosting hotels, transport, and local busi-
nesses despite initial weather disruptions.

India’s tourism is set to contribute 10%
to GDP by 2030, driven by spiritual
travel, connectivity, and supportive
policies, doubling from 5% in 2022—-23.

“Tourism to contribute 10% to GDI

tourism. As mill
vs, parallelly ety line will commonly go for
" the minister
and those people that have said atthe CIf Annual Business larger b
emerged from below the pov-  Summi, country’s tourlsm  sector,

Oberoi Group Announces Recipients

of Prithvi Raj Singh Scholarship Oberoi Group
The Oberoi Group announced the recipients of its launches
prestigious Prithvi Raj Singh Scholarships, hon- ‘Elements by
ouring hospitality professionals who exemplify Oberoi’ to
learning, leadership, and service. CEQ Shailja Singh champion
praised their passion and commitment, highlight- . S
ing Oberoi’s drive to foster global best practices sustainability in
and future-ready growth in hospitality. Iu?(ur.y
hospitality -
BusinessToday
Brand Bharat’s rise: India’s The Qberoi Group
TA]J unveiled ‘Elements

top brands drive global
growth and influence |
Press Release | Brand
Finance

by Oberoi, focusing
on sustainability
across energy,
water, waste, and
local sourcing.

It strengthens
eco-friendly luxury,
aligning operations
with global climate

and conservation

CREATED TO MAKI
INDIA PROUD

ITC Hotel Expands Presence
in Bengul Taj Hotels retains its title as India’s
strongest brand and earned the
elite AAA+ brand strength rating
for the fourth consecutive year.
Taj's consistent brand strength is
underpinned by its international

expansion and premium service

ITCHotelsis expandingits footprintin West Ben-
gal with the launch of new properties aimed at
boosting the state’s tourism and hospitality in-
frastructure. This move aligns with ITC’s broader
strategy of deepening its regional presence to
promote travel and employment, and garner

: ) i excellence. goals.
further investments into the industry.
Lemon Tree Hotels BHARAT
Announces New Ranju Alex honoured e
Properties in MP, with Bharat Gaurav GAURAV
Itunugur, Award 2025 in UK HER MANTRA
MuhuruShtru’ und a {\\I(II;;IIII: :I'IIIII\
1 H H IN LEADERSHIP."
Major Expansion in Ranju Alex, Marriott Interna- e-se

Surat, Gujarat

Lemon Tree Hotels expands its national footprint with
new properties in Madhya Pradesh, Itanagar (Arunachal
Pradesh), and Maharashtra, and introduces a new over hun-
dred-room Lemon Tree Premier in Surat, Gujarat, strength-
ening its presence across key emerging destinations.

tional’s Regional Vice President
for South Asia, was honoured
with the prestigious Bharat
Gaurav Award 2025 at the
House of Commons, British

CHAMPION

OF DIVERSITY

MRS fiANJl! RLEX

REGIONAEWIGE PRESIDENT © 4
MARRIOTT INBERNATIONAL SOUTH ASIA

Parliament. The accolade celebrates her exceptional leadership
in hospitality, championing diversity and inclusive growth, and her
ethos of “Excellence with Humility.” Alex joins past luminaries like
Indra Nooyi and Sunita Williams in receiving this global recognition
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https://indiamediamonitor.in/ViewImg.aspx?rfW3mQFhdxZsqXnJzK5XiyQhXNLqeA7lzJV9IhcKzfn9rVcHRKrvAMZ1k3i1S7NO53D2EWmXtPEvZmjahQ2/rcdPvriM8ECrgMeg1Ktb2mw=
https://indiamediamonitor.in/ViewImg.aspx?rfW3mQFhdxZsqXnJzK5Xi1KyrSF2oYkRudtiVvw53PkyNvRMLPIuQgoPdscuAIr7BMwJpO9NPnUDf5aBWKBNdVtTvIWGCCyL1F7uhKMeIMA=
https://indiamediamonitor.in/ViewImg.aspx?acr98Rv7Mg9Uu+1oWMjUR8yl/YE1WOq3w5LPV7+ma/acfWQCpM5fnMQHCWDz/G6KnQ0A+HPVf9pka6lL7G6hp113BfcywmodrfJ62/Qxa2s=
https://www.businesstoday.in/latest/corporate/story/oberoi-group-launches-elements-by-oberoi-to-champion-sustainability-in-luxury-hospitality-480608-2025-06-16
https://indiamediamonitor.in/ViewImg.aspx?acr98Rv7Mg9Uu+1oWMjUR+a7J3+oqdwHE3kZxiweZlEXp4ct8E9Z7wqUH0ZPP4Nd7s3Cb0/Fy1dJjlie96QWE3Qm5qMM0EeNI68aFVapZOo=
https://brandfinance.com/press-releases/brand-bharats-rise-indias-top-brands-drive-global-growth-and-influence
https://www.todaystraveller.net/ranju-alex-recv-bharat-gaurav-award-2025/



